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Csecilian was elected bishop, Lucilla joined forces with the disappointed elders, and they determined to elect a rival bishop. That was the origin of the schism. All the subsequent pretexts and allegations are an after-thought; and all talk of a democratic reaction is quite out of place.
But to explain how the conspirators succeeded in causing a schism, we must glance back once more into earlier years. In the year 305 a small group of ten or a dozen bishops met at Cirta for the ordination of a bishop of that town. The persecution had just ended, and the senex, or primate of the Numidian province, Secundus, bishop of Tigisis, proposed to begin by an inquiry into the conduct during the persecution of the assembled bishops. One by one he accused his colleagues of having saved their lives during the persecution by delivering to the pagan authorities the Scriptures and other sacred possessions.1 One by one his colleagues admitted the crime, until he came to a half-savage prelate of the name of Purpurius. ' You are accused of murdering your nephews,' said Secundus to him. { Yes, I did kill
1 Those who had clone this were called tradltores, a term which will frequently recur. Mensurius of Carthage had saved his life by giving up dummy books and having a little diplomatic understanding with the local authorities.written : u If unv  tmrhaving publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
